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LRichardson@vtlegalaid.org; Kaili Kuiper (KKuiper@vtlegalaid.org)
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Date: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 4:36:03 PM

Donna,
Please find below the BMH responses to the questions asked at our CON Presentation on September

5th, 2017.  
 
 
What is the current Infection Rate at BMH?  
In 2016, 941 surgical cases were reviewed through NSQIP (National Surgical Quality Improvement
Project). BMH had an infection rate of 2.3%.  Since 2016, improvement projects have been
implemented. In 2017 YTD, 555 surgical cases have been reviewed through NSQIP. BMH infection
rate is 1.75%.  NSQIP recommended rate is less than 1%.  The improvement of our central supply
capabilities and dirty-clean flow will enhance our capability to continue to lower this number.
 
What are the current wait times for surgical bookings at BMH? 
Based on a one time surgical office review of OR case booking, done on 9/6/17, currently our wait
times for surgical booking of cases varies from specialty. Wait time is defined as date of
determination of surgery need to date of booking of OR date.  General surgery wait time is from 1-4
weeks depending on the surgeon. Total joint replacement wait time for Dr. McLarney is 4-7 weeks,
depending on the joint. This wait time is reflective of our current OR room sizes and having only one
room big enough (although still much smaller than current standards) to accommodate the
equipment and tools needed to do a total joint replacement.
 
How often has BMH had to run the OR longer than the normal working hours to accommodate
volume and or to reduce wait times?  
In the past 12 months, to help offset the wait time for total joint replacement surgeries, 50 total
joint cases have been electively scheduled beyond the normal working hours of the OR. To do this,
we have had to utilize our OR call team to stay after hours for elective cases. Although workable
when needed, this does tie up the OR call team with an elective surgical case, in the event an
emergent surgical case presents to the Emergency Department.
 
 
Please let me know if you need any further information going forward. 
 
Thank you,
Steve
 
Steven Cummings
VP Information & Support Services
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital
802-257-8201
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