EXEMPTION FROM PUBLIC HOSPITAL BUDGET HEARING
Green Mountain Care Board Rule 3.000 allows the Board to exempt up to four hospitals from
annual public budget hearings, and from budget adjustment, provided they meet established
benchmarks. Recognizing the value of a transparent budget review process, this document more
fully explains the Board’s criteria and procedure for determining such exemptions.
A. Background
The Board may in its discretion annually exempt up to four Vermont hospitals from participating
in annual public budget hearings, and from budget adjustments, provided they meet established
benchmarks and criteria for exemption.
Pursuant to rule, the four largest hospitals, as determined by their net patient revenues (NPRs),
are not exempt and must appear at public hearing even if they otherwise qualify for exemption.
Absent mutual agreement to the contrary, however, the Board will not adjust the budget of any
hospital meeting all benchmarks and criteria, whether they appear at public hearing or not.
B. Criteria for Exemption
A hospital that timely submits its budget may qualify for exemption from public hearing if the
following criteria are met:
1. The budget includes all reporting requirements, including a budget narrative.
2. Budget assumptions are reasonable.
3. All related budget schedules can be reconciled.
4. The hospital has not undergone significant organizational changes or restructuring.
5. The budget meets the NPR target level as established by the Board.
6. The hospital has met its approved NPR target in two of the last three years.
7. The hospital was not exempted from public hearing for the two prior consecutive years.
C. Application for Exemption
1. A hospital that believes it meets Criteria 1-7 must include with its budget submission a
written request for exemption from public hearing that describes, with specificity, how it
meets each criterion.
2. If more than four hospitals, excluding the four largest hospitals referenced in Section A,
above, qualify for an exemption, the Board shall determine which if any of the four will
be exempted.

