Cycle II Rate Review Enhancement Bidders’ Conference Call

March 11, 2015
Call Start Time: 10:00 AM EST
Call End Time: 10:17 EST
Call Participant(s): Wakely Consulting, Compass Health Analytics
Green Mountain Care Board staff on the call:
Judy Henkin, Health Policy Director
Annie Paumgarten, Evaluation Director
Thomas Crompton, Senior Health Care Analyst
Kelly Macnee, Health Policy Analyst

1. Can you clarify that the scope of work included in the RFP includes proposing evaluative measures, as well as
carrying out and fulfilling those measures?
The Green Mountain Care Board expects the winning vendor to propose as well as carry out and populate the
measures to evaluate the Cycle II Rate Review Grant.
2. Do you anticipate the winning vendor to go through each individual filing to pull data and populate certain
evaluation measures?
This is likely the best feasible option to gather necessary data.
3. Is there someone at the Green Mountain Care Board who has access to SERFF that would be able to pull data
for this evaluation?
Yes, there is staff available that has access to SERFF that is available to aid in pulling and gathering data for this
evaluation contract.
4. Please clarify the timeframe which the vendor will evaluate the Cycle II Rate Review Grant.
From 2012 to January 1, 2014, the Department of Financial Regulation held the Cycle II Rate Review Grant.
During that time, the Department made a recommendation to the Board, the Board issued a written decision
after 30 days and the Department would then enact and enforce the ultimate decision. The grant, as well as the
authority over the grant, was transferred to the GMCB beginning January 1, 2014. At this time, the Board gained
sole responsibility of the Cycle II Rate Review Grant and ability to implement decisions. With this said, the
winning vendor will focus primarily on filings and work performed by the Board beginning January 2014. Work
performed by both the Board and the Department of Financial Regulation prior to 2014 should be reviewed and
evaluated to the best extent possible given the current health reform landscape.
5. Are there any other data sources you anticipate the winning vendor may need to use during its evaluation of
the Cycle II Rate Review Grant?
Vendors may find the carriers’ annual statement helpful. Green Mountain Care Board staff is able to help
acquire these documents for the winning vendor.
6. Which carriers are included in the scope?
The two predominant carriers in Vermont are BlueCross BlueShield of Vermont (BCBSVT) and BCBSVT’s
subsidiary company The Vermont Health Plan (TVHP). The GMCB has also reviewed a filing from CIGNA Health
and Life Insurance Company and Connecticut General Life Insurance Company in 2014.
7. Please clarify the filings included in the scope.
Qualified vendors should focus primarily on filings decided in 2014 and 2015 with limited review of those filings
decided in 2012 and 2013.

