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Comment: Chair Foster and Members of the Green Mountain Care Board, I wanted to reach out to you about the 
recent request from Vermont hospitals to ignore the budget guidance and ask for a huge $87 million increase. 
Those numbers have me concerned. BCBSVT men�oned in their latest rate filing that most of their requested 
14.5% increase is because of rising hospital costs. And that's not even considering any poten�al future increases. 
These increases are pu�ng a huge strain on Vermont businesses and their employees. We can't keep 
shouldering these moun�ng costs, especially if they keep going up without any limits in place. These rising costs 
are holding us back from inves�ng in our own business and expanding our workforce. Vermont businesses have 
had to everything we can to cut costs and streamline our opera�ons, trying to adapt to the ever-changing 
market. We're commited to inves�ng in healthcare because we value our employees and we know how crucial 
health insurance is for their financial stability and peace of mind. So, I respec�ully ask that the GMCB uses its full 
authority to put a cap on any further hospital cost increases and push them to adjust to market condi�ons just 
like the rest of us. Thanks for taking the �me to listen to my concerns. Your ac�ons on this mater will make a 
real difference to businesses and employees in Vermont. Best regards, David Baumes 
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